COUNTING THE COST:
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR ABORTION IN QUEENSLAND

CHILDREN BY CHOICE

ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED
WWW.CHILDRENBYCHOICE.ORG.AU

Children by Choice has been providing financial
assistance to help disadvantaged Queenslanders
access abortion since 2000. The need for
this program has grown significantly since its
inception and in the 2015-16 financial year totalled
over $90,000.

This assistance consists of grants from our
service which women do not have to repay, no
interest loans administered by us (in a scheme
started thanks to some startup capital from a
philanthropic grant fund), support from other
community organisations (including youth,
homelessness, and violence services), and
discounted procedures from abortion providers.

None of the funds we provide come from
government funding. All the grants we supply
are made possible by donations from members
and supporters, who have the grateful thanks of
our team and our clients.

Financial  assistance is disproportionately
accessed by the following groups:

e Thosein the Metro South Health and Hospital
Service district (36% of all funds in 2015);

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women
(18%); and

e Those experiencing domestic and/or sexual
violence (44%).
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IN THREE YEARS ONLY FIVE WOMEN - OR
0.7% OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CLIENTS -
WERE SEEKING ABORTION AFTER 20 WEEKS
GESTATION. ALL THESE WOMEN TRAVELLED
TO VICTORIA FOR THEIR PROCEDURE.
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WOMEN REPORTING VIOLENCE ARE ALMOST
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TRIMESTER WHEN THEY CONTACT US. ACCESS
TO ABORTION IS MORE LIMITED AND MORE
EXPENSIVE AT THIS STAGE OF PREGNANCY.
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For more information about abortion access, our financial assistance program, or our service, please visit our website at www.childrenbychoice.org.au
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Only surgical abortion provider in
Queensland with a paediatric license.
Young women under 14 years either
must travel here or interstate for
non-medication abortions.
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Surgical abortions
provided one day per
fortnight only, medication
abortion provided one day
in alternate week.
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